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From Publishers Weekly

Swedish industrialist and chemist Alfred Nobel (1833-
1896), the inventor of dynamite and founder of the
prestigious prizes, is seen as d secluded
misanthrope prone to melancholy and
convinced of life's absurdities in this
gracefully written biography by Swedish actor/director
Fant. Of special interest here are excerpts from the
committed bachelor's unpublished letters to his Austrian
mistress, a coquettish flower sales clerk named Sofie
Hess. Having met her when he was 43 and she 20, Nobel
vacillates in the course of their 18-year correspondence
between fatherly tenderness, sexual desire and
patronizing attempts to remake Sofie into a cultured

KeNNE FANT

A BIOGRAPHY sophisticate. His lonely life was punctuated by tragedies.
His brother Emil, a lab worker, died in an explosion and
B8 HYBF AL h.|s uns;rupulous French business partner, Paul Barbe,

5. =1 +_ killed himself. But perhaps the greatest tragedy was that
@T*IE’EEEE L7z A this shy pacifistic introvert believed that the creation of
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weapons of mass annihilation would make wars

impossible forever.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/product- 3

description/1559702222/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books
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http://nobelprize.org/alfred_nobel/biographical/articles/erlandsson/

Alfred Nobel and Literature

After his death he left a private library of over 1500 volumes,

mostly fiction in the original language, works by the great writers of
the 19th century, but also the classics and works by philosophers,
theologians, historians and other scientists.

He also left a voluminous collection of letters, a handful of poems he
himself had written in his youth and some early drafts of analytical novels, /

ljusaste Afrika (In Brightest Africa, 1861) and Systrarna (The

Sisters, 1862). Towards the end of his life, when his inventions and
business activities left him more time, he drafted the outline of a satirical

comedy, The Patent Bacillus (1895), and published a tragedy,
Nemesis (1896).
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Nemesis. 100 copies were published at his own expense in Paris a few
weeks after his death, but all copies - bar three - were destroyed in
accordance with his family's wishes.

the poem “You say | am a riddle”, which Nobel wrote during his first

=alz

visit to Paris in 1851, 5
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Nobel's will gave 31,225,000 Swedish kronor (equivalent to
about 1.8 billion kronor or 250 million US dollars in 2008) to
fund the prizes. 15
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